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Basketball Boys
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A short tale of our involvement with one group of young men over the last 6 months.

One cold, dark Monday night, whilst doing detached work on Greatness estate, we met a small group of
bored young people at the Shell garage. We got talking to them and suggested that they might like to
enter one of Kent County Council’s sports events - they jumped at the chance of the basketball heats.
Mobile phone numbers were exchanged and arrangements made.

The day of the local heats arrived and we were off in our borrowed minibus to Swanley. Having success-

fully negotiated our way through the heats, (we were the only basketball team there!) we made
arrangements to compete in the finals for the whole of Kent.

At 8.30am one Sunday in May we set off! This time '
we did have teams to compete against, several of

them. Amazingly, our fantastic team won! They |-*
were really chuffed and got medals and certificates [a.

as well as their photo in the Sevenoaks Focus and

Chronicle. Good on you lads!

We continue to see them regularly on Monday |
nights and at our lunchtime Drop-In at Wildernesse | *
school on Tuesdays. We discussed with them the
possibility of starting up a basketball club, h
negotiations with the sports centre have taken

place, and we have tracked down a coach. By the
time you read this the club should be meeting on
Friday nights between 6-7pm at Wildernesse sports

centre.

How about that?
According to new research from
Kingston University and the Centre
for Youth Ministry ... ‘Many Young
people in England and Wales have
a ‘habit of prayer’. Researcher Dr.
Sylvie Collins-Mayo summarises
‘They are praying at some level and
that practice was not dependent on
them believing in God. They said
that prayer made them feel better
and it worked.
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Youth Workers at Wildernesse School
Rob Marsh, SAYT Chairman, recently received a letter from Mr
Daly, Headteacher at Wildernesse School regarding the weekly
Drop In that Jane and Judith provide. Here is part of that letter ..

‘Their facility has proved popular among the boys and they have
provided a range of activities including informal counselling
opportunities. Their contact with boys at school has linked with
their out-reach work in the local area and this has had an impact
on the behaviour and social attitude of a number of our pupils. |
believe that the facility provided by Judith and Jane has been
beneficial to individuals and to the school community as a
whole.’

Please keep on praying for this work




Page 2 How do Judith and Jane spend

their time?

Morning | Lunchtime Afternoon Evening
Monday :O( 6.30 — 9.30 Detached ses-
sion — Greatness estate
(JC/ID/IMW)
Tuesday ZO( 12.35-1.25 5 — 7 Detached

Wildernesse Drop-in | session

for Yr 10s (JC/JD) (sports) — Kem-

sing (JC/JD)

Wednesday :0( 6.30 — 9.30 Detached ses-
sion — Otford (JC/TP/HB)

Thursday IO( 12.40-1.40 (Occasional detached ses-
Bradbourne Christian sion — Greatness) (JC/TP)
Union (JC/JD/MC)
Friday :0( 6.30 — 9 Pilot Drop-in at bus
station café (JC/JD/
TP+others)
6 — 7 Basketball club
(JC/JD/TP+coaches)
JC — Judith Cork (SAYT) JD — Jane Down (SAYT) This timetable shows when
TP — Tony Pearson (KCC) HB — Hazel Blake (KCC) they are meeting with young
MC — Maddy Church (teacher - Bradbourne school) people. To find out what
MW — Maria White (Grey Zebra — drugs project) else they do see next terms
ZO( - Teenagers + youth workers don’t do mornings (if at all possible)! newsletterl

Coming Up ....

Soul Survivor—10—15 August

5 Churches: 60 young people + leaders

Please pray that this will be a positive experience and that they will grow in
their faith.

Halls Green Camp—3 to 4 September with the Basketball boys and others:
around 10 young people

ease pray that good friendships will be built up between the young people
and between the young people and Jane and Judith

Caterer needed for
Halls Green Camp
Can you help?

Contact Judith on
07905 963758

Can you help SAYT?

Judith and Jane for their personal safety, for ~[BY praying } For more details

travel and creativity and wisdom. By giving  } please contact Rob
Thanks for the Basketball team and the By volunteering } Marsh on

positive work done in the Greatness area info@sayt.org.uk
Preparations for Soul Survivor and Halls or 07941 388852
Green Camps.
The work in Otford - the bad behaviour of a SAYT
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